Who Will Be – the Ultimate Horror Lady of the 80s!

Years and years ago – 1990 or so – my best friend and I made up our own Horror Films of the 80s Awards.  We made lists of our nominees in the usual categories – Best Picture, Best Score, all of the acting categories (including of course, Best Actress – but we’ll get to that in a moment).  We even had awards for Best Tagline, Best Poster and Best Weapon (among many others).  We were both total Freddy Krueger geeks, so you can venture a guess as to what won for best weapon. (interesting side-note:  I was always jazzed by the weapon used by the creepy, deformed kid in Creepers.  I didn’t quite know what it was, or how to describe it, so in the nomination for Best Weapon, it was simply called “The kid from Creepers’ weapon”.  Brilliant!)
We each made our own, separate lists of nominees and winners, which culminated in a grand spectacle of an awards show.  We put up a haphazard, pseudo-podium in his dining room, complete with a poster of A Nightmare on Elm Street taped to the front, and then proceeded to present the winners to the audience – which was me for him and him for me.  You can imagine the news outlets pounding down our door to find out the big winners – Premiere Magazine, Movieline Magazine, Entertainment Tonight – all of the biggies!  Jeepers!  It truly was a wondrous and prestigious evening.
Now about that Best Actress.  I’ve always been most fond of this category, in the Oscars, the Globes and any other high profile program during awards season.  Don’t know why -- it’s just my thing.  So that is why our focus for this series of articles will take us down the fascinating path of Ultimate Horror Ladies of the 80s.  For me, it’ll be a nostalgic journey, but for you voters, it will be a competition like no other!  You will have a hand in crowning the queen – dare I say, the scream queen?
At the end of this entire process – grab hold of yourselves, as this is going to be a long ride – I will gladly publish my nominees and winners for these long ago and enthusiastic (if uneducated) awards.  But to this day – 25 years later – I still stand by my choice for Best Actress.  Hmmm… who could it be?
With 2014 well behind us and with a January completion of a 5 month long blog series on my personal website – looking to crown “The Ultimate 80s Horror Hunk” – now officially in the books (it was Stephen Shellen of The Stepfather, by the by).  It’s all over now, but I’ve been debating on doing something along these same lines again.  So, here we are – about to introduce the ladies.

However, this competition will not be about the ladies being hotties (although they all are), sexy or well-endowed in the chest regions.  I’m gay – what the hell do I care about that (although gay men are notoriously obsessed with boobs).  

Instead, it will be a competition based on iconic horror performances, horror heroine favorites and yes, if the voter is so inclined – based a little on physicality – the swimsuit competition if you will.  Focus on whatever is in your heart and mind – whatever it is that will help you most accurately cast your votes!  Just show the love for all of these kick-ass ladies!
Here’s how it will work.  32 horror heroines (I began with a list of 50, but in the interest of time, myself and the powers-that-be have narrowed it down – I’ll announce the other 18 honorable mentions at the end of the competition) of the 80s have been chosen by me.  Every three days – beginning today, a new pairing will be posted, and that set of ladies will do battle for your votes (2 ladies enter, one lady leaves).

At the end of the three days, the contestant with the most votes will move ahead in the competition – from the prelim rounds to the semi-final rounds.  Once the prelims have weeded out 16 of the ladies, the semi-finals begin.

16 ladies enter the semi-finals, and only 8 emerge to battle another day.  Voting remains the same – the surviving prelim winners will be paired up with another surviving prelim winner.

And then we reach the finals.  8 women – voted upon in the same way as the rest of the competition – are whittled down to the TOP FOUR!

These four lucky ladies will then enter the ring – all at once – in an epic cat-fight to garner your love!  This will be the Sudden Death round!

These remaining four will be ranked by each voter.  Each ranking will receive points – a first place spot gets 4 points, a second place spot gets 3 points, and so on.  Obviously then, the contestant with the most overall points wins the coveted, big prize – the title of ULTIMATE HORROR LADY OF THE 80s!
And by the way – We are focusing on lead performers here – which means, brilliant characters/performances such as Zarabeth from Witchboard (played by the fantastic Kathleen Wilhoite) or Dr. Lesch from Poltergeist (Oscar winner Beatrice Streight) will not show up in the competition.
However, you will see some sort of/kind of semi-supporting roles showing up in the competition (bending my own rules, so we’re able to include some iconic performances/performers who actually have less screen time than others).  You dig?
Are we on board?  Are we clear?  Are we excited?  Then let’s get this underway!

So check back soon for the first battle announcement – coming your way shortly!

Which horror ladies of the 80s will take the ring first?
